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FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


REPLY TO “A.” 
(Continued from page 107.) 

8. “ What fire is prepared for the devil and 
his angels, and how shall accursed man be as- 
sociated with them in punishment?’ 

The above is rather a novel question in this 
day of increasing light, but no more so than the 
two remaining ones. But “ A.” shall have our 
opinion without gainsaying. “A.” takes no 
pains to inquire, who are “ the devil and his 
angels,” but only, “ what fire is prepared for 
them?” We, however, choose to ask, in the 
first place, ‘* who are the devil and his angels?” 
and not take things as granted, which ought to 
be proved. “A.” would probably answer to 
our question, The devil is the arch apostate 
who headed the rebellion in heaven and his an- 
gels are those who rebelled against him. But 
will it do thus to take things fur granted? If 
this had been the practice of the refurmers, we 
might now have been first rate Roman Catho- 
licks. Besides, it is believed, enough has been 
said, in considering Eve’s temptation, (ques. 1.) 
to explode this unreasonable opinion. It was 
there suggested, that it was Eve’s desire for the 
forbidden fruit which tempted her. An at- 
tempt was not there made to show the propri- 
ety of the dialogue represented as having taken 

lace between Eve and her desire for the fruit. 
But instances iu scripture are not unfrequent of 
persons holding conversation with some prin- 
ciple inherent in themselves. See Ps. ciii. 1 
—5, and Luke xii. 19. In the figurative lan- 
guage of scripture the trees of the wood are 
represented as conversing together. Judges, ix. 
8—15. But this is not the place for the full 
discussion of this subject. 

The words devil and satan are often used in 
scripture synonymously. Comp. Matt. iv. 1— 
11, and Mark, i. 13, and other texts. They 
are used te express “ opposing persons and op- 
posing things,” or principles. John, vi. 70, and 
xiii. 2, 27, and Matt.xvi. 28. Again, the word 
satan, (though it is rendered adversary by our 
translators) is applied to the angel of the Lord 
who “ stood in the way for an adversary —_—s 

inst” Baalam: Numb. xxii. It is applied to 

avid, 1 Sam. ii. 9,4, rendered adversary.— 
In2 Sam. xix. 22, the word stan occurs in 
the plural, is rendered adversaries, and applied 
to the sons of Zeruiah. Ini Kings, xi. 14, 





23, 25, the word satan occurs three times, is 
rendered adversary, and applied to “ Hadad, 
the Edomite,” and “ Rezon the son of Elia- 
dah.” In Ezra, iv. 6, the word satan occurs, 
is rendered “ accusation,” and applied te a 
piece of writing. But it is no where in the Bi- 
ble applied to an angel who fell from heaven. 
See Balfour’s 2d Inquiry, Sec. 3. “ Dissert. 6, 
Dr. Campbell, says, ‘ the word diabolos in its 
ordinary acceptation signifies calumniator, tra- 
ducer, false accuser, from the verb diabollein, 
to calumniate.’? This is also its meaning as 
given by Parkhurst, and other lexicographers 
which need not be quoted. Its extraordinary 
acceptation, with them and others, is, that it 
designates a fallen angel, who is the implaca- 
ble enemy of God and man. But the three 
first passages which I shall quote, show, thet 
our translators understood the word diaboles in 
the wav Dr. Campbel! explains it, which he 
says is its ordinary acceptation. The first is, 
1 Tim. iii. 11,‘ Even so must their wives be 
grave, not slanderers, (diabolous ) sober, faith- 
ful in all things.’ Here pious women are ex- 
horted not be slanderers, literally, ‘not to be 
devils.’ ‘The very same werd is used, verses 
6, 8, in the singular number, and is rendered 
devil. Agar, it is said, Titus, ii. 3,‘ The a- 
ged women likewise, that they be in behaviour 
as becometh holiness, not false accusers, (dia- 
bolvus.) Here the word again occurs in the 
plural, and is rendered false accusers. Aged 
pious women are exhorted not to be devils !— 
Again, 2 Tim. iii. 3, speaking of those who in 
the last days should have a form of Godliness 
but denying the power of it. They are said to 
be ‘ without natural affection, truce breakers, 
false accusers, (diaboloi.) Literally, devils.’ ” 
—Balfour’s p. 118—19. 

In many texts of scripture the enemies of 
christianity are called devil and satan, for the 
reason, perhaps, because they acted in concert. 
Eph. vi. 11, is so understood by Wakefield and 
others. And the 12th verse seems to make it 
plain, that this is its meaning. The word dev- 
al in verse 11, seems to express the aggregate 
of the particulars mentioned verse 12, which 
Wakefield renders thus, “ Clothe yourselves in 
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able 
to stand against the devices of the accuser.— 
For we not only have to wrestle against flesh 
and blood, but against authority, against the 
powers, against the rulers of this dark age; a- 
gainst the wickedness of spiritual men in a hea- 
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venly dispensation.” And in his note he says, 
“viz, against Jewish Governors, who have a 
dispensation of religion from heaven, as well 
as against heathen magistrates under the dark- 
ness of superstition and idolatry.” On1 Tim. 
iii. 6, 7, where the word devil occurs twice, 
M’Knight says—“ According to Erasmus, this 
clause should be translated ‘ all into the con- 
demnation of the accuser! A sense which the 
word diabolos hath verse 11. For he suppos- 
es, that, by the accuser is meant the pe. secut- 
ing Jews and Gemiles who were ready to con- 
demi the christians for every misdemeanor.” 
Comp. also Rom. xvi. 20, and Malach: iv. 3. 
We have seen, that devil and satan are of- 
ten synonymous. In Matt. xii. 26, and Mark, 


iii. 23. Beelzebub an idol of Ekron, 2 Kings, | 


i. 2, is called sa‘an. By “ everlasting fire,” 
Matt. xxv. 41, to which “ A.” no doubt alludes, 
I understand tne same as hell fire,” or the 
“fire of Gehenna.” Although the word fire 
is used figuratively in scripture to express tem- 
poral punishment, and though, * the valley of 
Hinnom” is employed as an emblem to repre- 
sent the destruction of Jerusalem and the dep- 
lorable and abject state of the Jews at that time. 
(Jer. xix.) 1 would suggest for candid consid- 
eration in answer to our question, “* Who are 
the devil and his angels?” as “ Beelzebub, 
the god of Ekron,” is called satan, whether the 
god of the Ammonites, is not here called “the 
devil,” and the heralds of his doctrines, “ his 
angels” or messengers. It seems, that, origi- 
nally, this place, together with the fire which it 
is said, they kept constantly burning for the 
purpose of offering their sacrifices, was prepar- 
ed for Moloch, and his priests, or messengers. 
Solomon built “a high place—for Moloch, the 
abomination of the children of Ammon.”— 
1 Kings, xi. 7. The Jews are charged with 
the same abominable practices, Jer. vii, 31 and 
xix. 5. Which, it appears was in full force in 
the days of our Lord. Hence he charged his 
enemies with compassing “sea and land to 
make one proselyte,” who, when he was made, 
was two-fold more the child of h: ll (gehenna, 
the valley of Hinnom) than themselves. 
not these the angels or Messengers of Moloca? 
It will likely be objected here that “ the fire is 
called everlasting.” But this can be no real 
obstacle in the way of him who understands 
the scriptural use of the word rendered ever- 
lasting. When it is recollected, that the Jew- 
ish covenant is often called everlasting, and, 
that. long before its establishment “ the abomi- 
nation of the children of Ammon” was set up, 
it will appear, that the letter is as well, if not 
better, entitled to the use of the term everlasi- 
ing, than the former, “A.” may object again 
that “ here our Lord is.giving an account of a 
‘general judgement at the end of this world.” 
But this necds proof. ‘Comp. Matt. xxv. 31, and 
chap. xvi. 27,28. Besides, if “ A.” will take 
the pains to examine, attentively, the 24th and 
25th chapters of Matt. in connexion, as they 


Were ‘ 





truly are, I think he will be persuaded at once, 
that the passage we are considering has no such 
allusion, It may he objected again—* were 
the wicked punished in the valley of Hinnom?” 
Let it be remembered, it is not said they should 
be punished after getting there, though it was 
literally the place “where their worm dieth 
not and the fire is not quenched.”’—Comp. Isa. 
Ixvi. 24, and Mark, ix. 44. And there too, 
they were to be “ meat for the fowls ofheaven 
and for the beasts of the earth.” Jer. xix. 7.— 
Let it be farther observed, that the Jews are 
charged with “ burni:.g their sous with fire for 
burnt-offerings unto Baal.’? Again, it is said 
* The children of Judah have done evil in my 
sight, saith the Lord; they have set their a- 
bominations in the house which is called by my 
name to poliutéit//” Jer. vii. 10. From all 
which, it appears, chat the figure by our Lord, 
was drawn trom the literal piace, “ prepar- 
ed” originally, for Moloch and his angels, by 
which he represented the downfall of Jerusa- 
lem and the miserable state of her inhabitants, 
asa prophet had done before him— Thus will 
I do unto this place, saith the Lord, and to the 
inhabitants thereof, and even MAKE THIS 
CITY AS TOPHET.” Jer. xix. 12. Tho’ 
this prophecy, may, in part, have been fulfilled 
when the Jews sere led captive to Babylon, 
yet no one will say it had its entire accom- 
plishment at that time. 

But itis farther evident, that the Jews pun- 
ished offenders by burning them alive in “ the 
valley of Hinnom.” See Matt. v. 22, and Dr. 
A. Clarke and Mr. Parkhurst there, on the 
words “in danger of hell-fire.” ‘This mode of 
punishment among the Jews was, no doubt in 
compliance with the infernal laws and practi- 
ces of those idolators for whom the place was 
originally fitted up, as there was nothing in the 
law of Moses to authorise it, but the reverse.— 
To “ A’s” question, “ What fire is prepared 
for the devil and his angels,” we think the a- 
bove remarks contain a sufficient answer. And 
as to the inquiry “ How skall accursed man be 
associated with them in punishment,” let it be 
remembered, that Jerusalem became Tophet 
figuratively, Jer. xix. 12. Besides, the Jews 
were deposited by thousands in the literal To- 
phet, verses vi. 11. They made void thé law 
of God through their traditions. And “A.” 
will recollect, that “ it is written, CURSED is 
every one that continueth not in all things which 
are written in the book of the law to de them.” 
Gal. iii. 10, 

4. “If the wicked are sent to hell” (* A” 
takes for granted, that hell means eudless mis- 
ery) for sins Committed here, and continue 
there “under the influence of all their unholy 
and rebellious passions, will their increased 
guilt purchase exemption from punishment ?” 

“ j aes ai will exempt no man from 
punishment, but will sink him deeper and deep- 
er init. _We can scarcely think “A.” was 
sincere when he penned this question, but-we 
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wish to be charitable. Let “ A.’’ and all to 
whom these presents may come be assured, | 
that the whole body of universalists believe and 
teach, that “there is none other name un- 
der heaven given among men whereby we 
must be saved” than Jesus. Acts, iv, 12. 

We have said enough about hell, as it re- 
gards “ the valley of Hinnom,” and that men 
were cast into it, and punished in Jerusalem its 
antitype. But ali this has nothing tu do with 
another siate of existence. As to hell, transla- 
ted from the Hebrew sheol or Greek had+s, 
the state of the dead literally, we believe ii is 
the house appointed for all the living And 
where it is used figuratively for distress or tor- 
ment of mind, we hear of persons being deliv- 
ered from the lowest hell. Ps. Ixxxvi. 13, Jo- 
nah was there, chap. ii. 2. But did he “ in- 
crease his guilt?” No—he PRAYED, was 
heard and delivered. ‘Vhe “rich man” or 
high priest was there. Comp. Luke, xvi. 23, 
and Isaiah, v. 13, 14. Did he “ increase his 
guilt?” No—HE ALSO PRAYED. As‘A’ 
cannot reasonably call on me to produce a ne- 
gative, if he will produce a single passage of 
scripture from the Old and New Testament, 
shuwing, that peuple go into a state or place of 
active existence, called hell, and there remain 
“under the influence of all their unholy and 
rebellious passions,” after the dissolution of the 
“ members” which contain the law which wars 
against the law of the mind and captivates 
the subject to the law of sin which is in the 
mem'se°s, (Compare Romans, vii. 18, 23,) I 
will publicly renounce my present sentiments, 
and declare a belief in future punishment. But 
this, “ A” will not be likely to do very soon by 
merely asking questions. 

5. “ Ifuniversalism be true, seeing we are li- 
able to various evils in this world, would it not 
-be wisdom in us to commit suicide? And are 
not war, pestilence, and other causes of prema- 
ture death, blessings instead of evils?” As‘A,’ 
it seems, is no universalist, he may think him- 
self free from all danger of commiting suicide, 
on that account. But if he will point one in- 
stance where the belief of universal salvation 
has caused self-murder, I will produce a dozen 
where the belief of endiess misery has had that 
deplorable effect. But if ** A” should ever 
become a believer in the salvation of all men 
he will think differently, and be ashamed of this 
insinuation. Every true universalist prays to 
be reconciled to God and his providence ; and 
knowing that he has a work to perform under 
the divine government, he hopes to be willing 
to remain in this “ vale of tears” till the best of 





~ beings shall call him hence to be no more. As 

to war, &c. we must consider them evils though | 
like all other evils, ina limited sense. “From | 
Whence come wars and fightings ?”’ Jas. iv. 1. 
Ifthe cause be evil the effect must be evil.— | 
And as the cause is limited, the effect is finite. | 
But He who “rules in the armies of heaven and 


barrassment.’”’ 


35, will ** disappoint the effect of every vice,” 
* finish the transgression and make an end of 
sin.” chap. ix. 2, 4, Hence, “ war, pestilence, 
and other causes of premature death,” togeth- 
er with all other evils will finally be brought 
toa perpetualend. “ For death, the last ene- 
my shall be destroyed,” and “ mortality swal- 
lowed up of life.” 


W. I. REESE. 








IVPARTIAL INVESTIGATOR. 





‘* EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.”’ 








REPLY TO “G. W. B.” IN OUR LAST. 


It will have been noticed by our readers, that we 
are fairly at issue with G. W. B.; he having assum- 
ed the position that there is to be a “day of judge- 
ment’ after the resurrection of mankind, and we 
having taken the ground that there is not to be such 
a dav of judgement. 

He attempts to bring forward proof from reason, 
to substantiate his opinion; but we are not able to 
find, as vet, anv thing that corroborates his general 
proposition. ‘We cheerfully admit that mankind 
must receive a knowledge of the truth, before they 
can be happy; but are unable to discover how it 
hence becomes necessary tc have a day of judgement 
after the resurrection. We also admit that if man- 
kind are all finally to be made holy and happy, and 
do not receive in this life a knowledge of the truth, 
they must on that ground, receive Mis requisite 
knowledge after the resurrection, or atall cvents in 
another mode of being; but even then, we do not 
discover the necessity of a future general judge- 
ment after the resurrection. ‘Thousands may die 
ignorant of God and his love, and yet may be made 
acquainted with the saving realities of truth, with- 
out being brought before the “ bar of God”’ in eter- 
nity (according to the common acceptation of the 
terms) to receive such information. 

G. W. B. will doubtless acknowledge that some 
men do receive aknowledge of the truth in this life; 
and nothing can be more evident than the fact that 
they receive it without the aid ofa day of judge- 
ment. And if they do, or can receive a knowledge 
of the truth in one place, orin one state of ex- 
istence, without a day of judgement, it is hard to 
conceive why they may not in another, in the same, 
or a similar way. Not finding any thing conclusive 
in the argument of our correspondent, as drawn from 
reason, in support of his theory, we shall wait with 
patience for something more weighty from the samc 
or some other source. L. 8. E. 





‘“WANTS OF THE AMERICAN BOARD.” 


An article under the above title appeared in the 
‘*Rochester Qbserver’’ of Saturday, in which it is 
stated that the ‘‘ Board’ are in want of ‘TEN THoUs- 
AND DOLLARS PER MONTA, to relicve their present em-~ 
This is a round sum for ‘these 


Pamong the inhabitants of the earth,” Dan. iv_ | hard times;’’ but we presume it will be furnished 
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without unnecessary delay! The priests must be 
relieved at allhazards! But, guery:—The sum re- 
quired to relieve the ‘‘embarrassment’”’ of the 
‘* Board” amounts to $120,000 a year,—how many 
fatherless children would this sum ‘relzere 2” 





> “A.”’ in reply to W. I. Reese, is received.— 
We hope our correspondent will take no offence, 
but courtesy, if nothing else, requires that he and 
the publick, should read the reply to ‘ A’s”’ inter- 
rogatories, before a rejoinder is inserted. Pru- 
dence, we should think, would suggest the propri- 
ety of waiting for an opponent to get fairly through 
before an attack upon what he is saying is commen- 
ced. Whenever W. I. R. has finished his remarks 
on the subject proposed by ‘‘ A.”’ the reply shall be 
inserted. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
( Concluded from page 117.) 

From what hae becn said, it appears, that the ob- 
ject with those who are most active in promoting 
Sunday Schools, is to secure to themselves an as- 
cendancy over the mental faculties of the children 
and youth of our country, and thereby ensure the per- 
petuity of the cause of limitarianism. To this end, 
the teachers make use of every means in their pow- 
er, to impress the mind of the pupil with the dog- 
mas of modern theology. Such constructions are 
put upon the scriptures as accord with those views; 
and every thing calculated to awaken in the mind 
suspicions ¢“ their incorrectness, is carefully kept 
from the child. Tracts, in themselves frequently 
false, and always favourable to the views of those 
who manage the school, are put into their hands; 
and it often has been the case, that children 
have been induced by their instructors te look upon 
their parents as heretics, and to resist their com- 
mands, on the ground for its being more safe for a 
child to obey the godly, than to reverence and res- 
pect a parent who is reputed to be heretical in o- 
pinion, or ungodly in practice. We do not mean 
that this is always the case, but that such instances 
have come to our knowledge. If direct measures 
are not adopted to produce such results, itis well 
known that those pernicious ideas have been insin- 
uated into the minds of children, and that the effect 
has often been deplorable. We cheerfully admit 
that the instructions of the truly pious are of more 
consequence to the rising generation than those les- 
sons which somctimes come from the mouths of the 
ungodly—even though the child who receives in- 
struction is connected to the latter by the ties of 
near relationship; but we are not yet prepared to 
have those who assume the exclusive privilege of 
determining what is right or wrong, decide for oth- 
ers in any such case. We would have every parent 
determine for himself whether he is capable of gui- 
ding the mind of his child in the way of trath; and 
if not, then it may be proper to select some person 
to take his place. But if the parent thinks himself 
capable of selecting books for his children, we know 
@f no iaw, human or divine, that requires him to re 





linquish the right so todo. But the man or the 
woman who without permission from the parent, 
presumes to tell the child, either directly or by im- 
plicating the faith or doctrine of the parent, that it 
is unsafe to listen to his instructions, should be had 
in detestation. Whether the person who does so 
be a professed saint, or a sturdy beggar—whether 
he be a priest, a pope, or a layman, he is an hypo- 
crite, adishonest man, and consequently is not en- 
titled to our fears, or our respect. 

After a candid examination of all that has been 
said in favour of Sunday Schools as they are now 
conducted, we are constrained to consider them the 
nurseries of sectarianism, and productive of very 
little, if any, good. On the whole, we cannot but 
view them as among the evil inventions of those 
who desire to obtain the supremacy. ‘There may 
have been instances where good has been produced 
by them; but if bigotry, intolerance, and clerical 
domination, are evils, then surely the evil prepon- 
derates. 

With one word of advice we dismiss the subject 
for the present. We would entreat our readers to 
consider the subject in all its bearings, and then 
decide. If on examination the preceding remarks 
should appear correct, parents who are interested, 
will, so far as their influence extends, prevent the 
progress of the evil; but if, after all, we are wrong, 
we pray that some one acquainted with the matter; 
would use means to enlighten our mind and thereby 
remove our objections, E. 





CORRECTION. 

The readers of the Advocate are requested, in 
my communication of last week, on page 113, first 
column, 4th line from the top, for ‘‘ March’’ to sub- 
stitute February, and in the next line, for ** same’’ 
to read next. D. K. 
8 __________________________+ 

MISCELLANTDOUS. 








FROM THE NEW-YORK TELESCOPE. 
EDUCATION SOCIETY. 

The plausible pretence of the founders of 
this Society is two-fold : the education of the 
poor, and the spreading of the gospel. An ob- 
ject so benevolent at once attracts the atten- 
tion of every philanthropist ; and without de- 
lay, each feeling person is ready to bid them 
God speed, and so casts in his mite; never 
doubting but that good will result from th eun- 
dertaking. The-duty to contribute freely to 
this noble object, is publicly and constantly 
pressed upon the minds and consciences of peo- 
ple by the clergy, and by others whom they 
have associated with them; and likewise efi- 
forced with promised rewards of salvation, or 
threats of damnation if they refuse to cast in- 
to the Lord’s treasury. 

All these things they affect to prove from 
Scripture, and hesitate not to brand with the 
epithet of infidel or ungodly, every person who 
dare say any thing against their proceedings. 
But thanks be to Him who ruleth over man, 
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and who is just, that he enableth some of his 
creatures to see and understand, and inspireth 
them with confidence to speak against those 
practices, which, under the garb of charity, are 
undermining and so tending to destroy that re- 
ligion which they at first seemed caltulated to 
support. 

Will not this be the result of educating poor 
and pious youth, so called, for the Gospel Min- 
istry ? 

In answering this inquiry, let the following 
things be observed : 

1, Any society or person who will pay into | 
the treasury a certain specified sum of money has | 
the right to select a candidate ; in consequence 
of this provision, several persons, of very small 
abilities, and of no gifis calculated to win souls 
to Christ, have to my certain knowledge, been 
taken under the care of the society, with a 
view to the minist'y. Some of them were 
good mechanicks, having passed througha reg- 
ular apprenticeship, and might have done well 
for themselves and others, if they had not been 
drawn aside by so great a temptation, the love 
of fame, and a desire to live more at ease. Be- 
sides many poor, but aspiring vouth are tempt- 
ed to make professions of religion without | 
grace in their hearts, and so an ungodly priest- | 
hood is the result. 

2. All who are so educated being taken | 
from a vale of poverty, and accustomed to be 
submissive to their masters, will be doubly so 
when brought forward into public notice.— 
They will feel it to be their duty to be subject 
to their benefactors, or those who have promo- 
ted them, and so be fitted for tools for aspiring 
men to work with, to enslave the people, or to 
cause an established religion. But if, on the 
other hand, some of them should, perchance, 
possess a more independent spirit, they will, 
most likely, be as the scriptures represent,— 
* Servants on Horseback,” or, as the poet ex- 
presses it, 

‘*Grow wiser than their teachers are, 
And better know the Lord.” 

3. They divide and distract the community. 
By their heated zeal, want of judgement, and 
experience, they obtrude themselves upon the 
publick in such a manner as to disgust many 
well disposed and moral peopie to that de- 
gree, which has a tendency to prejudice them 











against all pretences to religion. They not 
unfrequently turn aside from the highway, from | 
the wilderness where the heathen dwell, to 
whom they are sent, and enter into parishes 
where there are settled ministers, and go from 
house to house, exhorting, praying and speak- 
ing of their pastors as cold, negligem, unfaith- 
ful, and worldly minded ; and if they dare not 
say directly they have no religion, yet they in- 
sinuate that they are unworthy to hold the 
place which they occupy, because they have 
no greater zeal and love for the souls of their 
people: thus by fair words and flattering 
speeches, those misguided fanaticks set the peo- 





ple against their fathers in the ministry, who 
are much wiser, more learned, and experien- 
ced in the work, and better able to instruct the 
people than they are.* In almost every con- 
gregation, some disaffected persons may be 
found ; such are sure to be set to work to pro- 
cure a dismission of their minister. In this 
way, many congregations which might be na- 
med, which were peaceable and happy until 
this new leaven was infused among them, have 
been divided and broken up. Their formes 
pastors whom they respected and loved, have 
been removed to give place to boys, whose in- 
flamed zeal is, fur substance, like the “ crack- 
ling of thorns beneath the pot.” So that in 


| many instances more ministers have actually 


been driven from the field of labour, (and are 
compelled to seek their bread by other em- 
ployments,) than have been made to fill their 
places by expending thousands of dollars con- 
tributed for their education. 

4. Churches are filled with ungodly mem- 
bers, as well as ungodly ministers. 

To carry on their pretended designs in hast- 
ening the latter days’ glory, by awakening the 
people to a sense of their duty, anxious meet- 
ings, or meetings of inquiry, so called, are at- 
tended weekly, when each individual who hap- 


| pens to be present is interrogated as to his ex- 


perience and attainments in godliness. Many 
young persons assemble at first out of mere 
curiosity, who by the manner of proceeding, e- 
ventually have their feelings so awakened that 
they weep, talk seriously, and express a desire 
to be saved, when their hearts are in no sense 
changed, nor their judgements altered from 
what they were before. The zealous young 
men who have effected this by their art, (and 
there are some older persons as weak as they,) 
mistaking zeal for godliness, and pathetic feel- 
ings for convictions of sin, pronounce such con- 
verted, and advertise directly in some news- 
paper or magazine that there is a revival of re- 
ligion began amongst them. To make good 
their assertions, and te prevent their converts 
(for theirs they are, not the Lord’s, because he 
worketh in the heart, rather than upon the pas- 
sions) from returning back to the former state 
of apathy, they almost immediately baptise 
and introduce them into the church, and ther 
enrol them in their catalogue with the saints. 
Thus the work ef man’s devising is carried 
on under the patronage of the Education So- 
ciety, and the churches will have to mourn at 


' last, as some have already done, over drunk- 


ards, card-players, gamblers of every descrip- 
tion, profane swearers, sabbath-breakers; &c. 





*This remark holds good in cases which have 
fallen under our own observation. The respected 
presbyterian clergyman of this village was not long 
since publickly accused of criminal coldness and in- 
difference, by a hot-headed imitator of Finney ; 
and ifreport speaks the truth, even the subject of 
his censure was induced to believe and openly ac- 
knowledge the factEd. Gos. Adv. 
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who have been to hastily brought into partici , 


pate in her ordinances, 





Dr. Beecnen’: Lerrer.—A curious letter 
lias msde its appearance in the public k prints, 
written confidentially by Dr. Beecher of Bos- 
ton to the Rev. Mr. Nettleton in the western 
part of New-York. Theamount of it in short, 
is this : ‘That the leaders of the orthodox party in 


ANECDOTE, 

| There was once an illiterate but wealthy 

| man in New-Jersey by the name of Beach.— 
He resided in a remote corner of a Presbyteri- 
an Parish, of which Dr. Dickinson was the 
pastor.—It happened that a minister of the 
church of England came that way and organi- 

| zed anew parish in the limits of which Mr, 


Highly delighted with 


| Beach was included. 


New-England and New-York, among the prin- | the new order of things, he became very much 


Cipal of whom are Dr. B. and Mr. N. have no | 


confidence in the ultimate utility of those “ re- 





devoted tothe new minister and to the novel 


services of the Church. Hiszealled him to 


vivals of religion” which they encourage pub- | make a visit to his former minister Dr. D. for 


lickly and Jabour to promote. There is a ve- 
ry powerful revival in the interior of N. York, 
as also another at this time in Boston, in the 
benefits of which Dr. Beecher’s Society, in 
which it originated, shares very largely. But 
Dr. B. it seems, though rejoices io have num- 
bers added to his society, has not been long un- | 
instructed by the past history of these excite- ‘ 
ments, and looks forward with trembling anx- 
iety to the effects of this outpouring. He is a- 
ware that he has been “ sowing the wind, and | 
that he will reap the whirlwind ;” and wishing | 
‘to regulate the business properly, he has writ- | 
ten a letter to another fellow-labourer, Mr. | 
Nettleton, in which he lets his own private | 
ideas fully out. Itis plain to be perceived 
that he has but a small opinion of these revi- 
vals himself, though he finds it necessary to 
encourage them at home, What his converts 
will say when they come to read his Jetter, and 
what he can say to them when he finds that | 
some treacherous fricnd has revealed the se- 
cret by publishing it, we cannot imagine. 


| 
j 


} 


It appears that the leaders have a perfect | 
understanding, as it relates to planning and 
putting in motion the machinery for produc- 
ing these excitements. ‘“ They remind me of 
Eolus,” said a respected friend to us the other 
day. “They seem to have the holy spirit as 
Eolus had the wind ina bag. ‘They let out as 
much as they find necessary for their purpose, 
and restrain it when their ends are answered. 
But some one in New-York, it seems, has let 
out too much ! He has caused a hurricane there, 
and Dr. B. knowing that it will lay waste both 
reason and propriety, and thus bring a reproach 
upon the authors of it, has kindly written to 
that quarter ordering it to be stopped.” 

Mr. Nettleton, the person to whom the let- 
ter is written, we believe, is the preacher who, 
some year or two since, according to the pa- 
pers of that time,to get up an excitement, 
wrote a letter signed “Jesus Christ” and had 
it mysteriously dropped in a company of young 
persons in New-York, His object ws to 
make them think that the letter was written in 
heaven by Jesus Christ and sent to warn them 
to get religion forthwith. His blasphemy was 
exposed at the time, but it seems he is stil at 
work and has other means of success within his | 
command.— Chris, Int. 


- 





the purpose of shewing the latter his error.— 
“1 come Dr. Dickinson to tell you that you 
are wrong sir.” Ah! in whatam I in an er- 
ror Mr. Beach? “ Why, in keeping Saturday 
night as holy time.” Youwill have the good- 
ness then to tell me what avthority you have 
for saying lam wrong in this? Why, the bible, 
sir, says, ** The evening and the murning were 
the first dc«y. Don’t you see that?” I see 
the text indeed, but really cannot perceive 
what bearing it bas upon the subject; please 
name another, that shall be more obvious to my 
understanding. “ Well, sir; ‘ For as Jonah 
was three days and three nights in the whal:’s 
belly, so shall the Sonof man be three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth.’— 
There, sir, [persume you understand that ?”’ 
No, Sir, [confess I cannot see what either of 
these texts have to do with Saturday night.— 
‘* Possible! What, the great Dr, Dickinson— 
President of a College, and cannot see the 
force of that text?” No, Sir, { confess Lam 
not able to undersand your idea in quoting it. 
“IT wish you to understaad this thing distinctly 
and I will therefore quote to you one more 
text. ‘On these twohang all the law and 
the prophets,’ therefore it is the will of God, 
that all lawyers and prophets should be hung. 
Don’t you see that?” I must give you the 
argument Mr, Beach,—I confess I am not a. 
ble toargue with you. Mr. B. retired, pro- 
claiming his victory over Mr. D. telling his as- 
tonished neighbours that the latter acknowl- 
edged to him, that he was not able to hold an 
argument with him / 

Whenever we s’e a man of this description 
who quotes much scripture which he does not 
understand, and thinks that he thereby refutes 
the propositions of liis opponent, we generally 
feel disposed to tell him this story, and give 
him the argument.— Rel. Ing. 





“City ladies boast of being more delicate, 
than country maidens, The one breathes an 
air polluted with many thousand breaths ; the 
other inhales the breeze freshened over the 
new mownhay. The one drinks water from 
the sewe1-mingling pumv, or through impure 
pipes from the open horse-pond; the other 
pours it from the moss-covered bucket, or dips 
it from the pure spring. The one walks over 


| the hard pavements, along the dusty pile of 
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bricks ; the other trips over the soft grass, a- 
jong the graceful rows of trees. The one is 
pale and sickly, from watching at the evening 
concert ; the other is ruddy and healthy, from 
rising with the morning birds. ‘The one is the 
lilly of the green house 3 the other is the rose 
beside the stone wall. In the city is seen and 
admired the ingenious handy-work of man ;— 
in the country are traced and hallowed the 
stately steppings of the Almighty. 





What did Dr. Franxiin mean when he 
said in his letter to Miss Hubbard written af- 
ter the death of his brother John,—* He who 
Piucks out a tooth, parts with it freely, since 
the pain goes with it; and he who quits the 
whole body, parts at once with all pain, and all 
possibilities of pains, &c.”"?_ Did he mean that 
there is no suffering after the deaih of the bo- 
dy? 

Papists withhold the Bible from the laity, 
because there is no need of their troubling 
their minds to ascertain its meaning, since the 
priests are authorised to understand it for them. 


Protestants give the scriptures to the laity, | 


but the latter are not permitted to understand 
it differently from thei dictators under penalty 
of excommunication for life and everlasting 
misery after death. Which prohibition is the 
most consistent and humane ? 





The following picture of Woman, taken from an 
essay in the Quarterly Review is recommended to 
the attention of our country-women. 

Speaking of the middle ranks of life, the wri- 
ter observes : “There we behold woman in 
all her glory ; not a doll to carry silks aud jew- 
els, a puppet to be dangled by coxcomb child- 
ren, an idol for profane adoration ; reverenced 
to-day, discarded to-morrow ; always jostled 
out of the true place which nature and society 
would assigu her, by sensuality or by contempt; 








| 


Scriptures strikes me with admiration, as_ the 
purity of the Gospel hath its influence on my 
heart. Pursue the works of our philosophers 
with all their pomp of diction: how mean, how 
contemptible are they compared with the serip- 
ture! Is it possible that a book, at once so sim- 
ple and sublime, should be merely the work of 
man? Is it possible that the sacred personage. 
whose history it contains, should be a mere 
man! Do we find that he assumed the tone of 
av enthusiast or ambitious sectary? What 
sweetness, what purity in his manner! What 
an affecting giacefulness in his delivery ! What 
sublimity in his maxims! What profound wis- 
dom in his discourses! What presence of mind, 
what subilety, what truth in his replies! How 
great the command over his passions! Where 
is the man, where the philosopher, who could 
solive, and sodie, without weakness, and with- 
out ostentation? When Pluto described his 
im :ginary good man loaded with all the shame 
of guilt, yet meriting the highest rewards of vir- 
tue, he describes exactly the character of Je- 
sus Christ: The resemblance was so striking, 
that all the Fathers perccived it. 

What pre-possession, what blindness must it 
be to compere the son of Sophrovicus to the 
son of Mary! What an infinite disproportion 
there is between them ? Socrates dying without 
pain or ignominy, easily supported his charac- 
ter to the last 5 and if his death, however easy, 
had not crowned his life, it might have beea 
doubted whether Socrates, with all his wisdom 
was any thing more thana vain sophist. He 
invented, it is said, the theory of morals, Oth- 
ers, however had before put them in practice ; 
he had unly to say therefore what they had done 
and to reduce their examples to precepts. Ar- 
istides had been just before Socrates defined 


| justice; Leonidas had given up his life for his 


admired but not respected ; desired but not es- | 
teemed ; ruling by fashion, not affection ; im- | 


parting her weakness, vot her constancy, to 
the sex which she should exalt ; the source and 
the mirror of vanity. 

“ We see her as a wife partaking the cares, 
and cheering the anxiety of a husband ; divi- 
ding his labours by her domestic diligence,— 
spreading cheerfulness around her ; for his sake 
sharing in the decent refinements of the world, 
without being vain of them ; placing all her 
pride, all her joy, all her happiness in the 
merited «pprobation of the man she honours.” 
* As a mother, we find her the affectionate, 


the ardent instructress of the children she has | 


tended from their infancy ; training them up 


to thought and virtue, to meditation and be- | 


nevolence, addressing them as rational beings, 
and preparing them to be men and women in 
their turn.” 


The Majesty and Supremacy of the Scriptures. 
I -will confess to you, that the majesty of the 


country before Socrates declared patriotism to 
be a duty ; the Spartans were a sober people 
before Socrates recommended sobriety; be- 
fore he had even defined virtue, Greece aboun- 
ded in virtuous men. But where could Jesus 
learn, among his competitors, that pure and 
sublime morality,of which he only hath given 
us both precept and example? The greatest 
wisdom was made known amongst the most 
bigoted fanaticism, and the simplicity of the 
most heroic virtues did honor to the vilest peo- 
ple on earth. The death of Socrates, peacea- 
bly philusophizing with his friends, appears the 
most agreeable that could be wished for ; that 
of Jesus, expiring in the midst of agonizing 
pains, abused, insulted, and accused by awhole 
nation, is the most horrible that could be fear- 
ed. Socratesin receiving the cup of poison, 
blessed indeed the weeping executioner who 
administered it ; but Jesus, in the midst of ex- 
cruciating torments, prayed for his merciless 
tormentors. Yes, if the life and death of Soc- 
rates were those ofa sage, the life and death 
of Jesus are those ef aGod. Shall we suppose 
the evangelic history a mere fictiun ? Indeed, 
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my friend, it bears not the marks of fiction ; on 
the contrary, the history of Socrates, which no- 
body presumes to doubt, is not so well attested 
as that of Jesus Christ. Such asupposition in 
fact, only shifts the difficulty without obviating 
it: itis more inconceivable thata number of 
persons should agree to write such a history, 
than that one only should furnish the subject 
of it. The Jewish authors were incapable of 
the diction, and straagers to the morality con- 
tained in the Gospel, the marks of whose truth 
are so striking and inimitable, that the inven- 
tor would be a more astonishing character than 
the hero.— Rousseau. 


HERMOGENIANS, asect ofancient here- 
tics ; denominated from their leader Hermo- 
genes, who lived towards the close of the sec- 
ond century. Hermogenes established matter 
as his first principle ; and regarding matter as 
the fountain of all evil, he maintained that the 
world, and every thing contained in it, as also 
the souls of men and other spirits, were formed 
by the Deity from an uncreated and eternal 
mass of corrupt matter. 

















Poetic Departureit. 


FROM THE NEW-YORK TELESCOPE. 
Verses composed on reading the “Indian Anecdote,”’ 
in the 42d number of the Telescope. 


Some years ago, the preachers met 
All of the calvinistic sect, 

Pretending that their object was 

To promulgate their Saviour’s cause. 


That they received divine commands 
To spread the truth in heathen lands ; 
And one was chosen from the rest, 
To travel forth unto the west. 


Then he set out in pomp and pride, 
And went unto a certain tribe, 
Expecting that the simple race 
Would all his principles embrace. 


He soon appointed them a day, 

To meet and hear him preach and pray; 
They soon their gratitude exprest, 
Their Chief appeared amongst the rest. 


The Priest with joy, beheld the sight, 
Their numbers did Ses much delight, 
He arose the audience to address, 
And suclf like language did express. 


Behold there is a God above, 

Whose attributes are peace and love, 
And I’m commissioned from his throne, 
To make these glorious tidings known. 


This God is of such mighty power, 
Could crush whole nations in an hour, 
And yet, he condescends to show, 

His Sovereign will to men below. 


This God has built a Heaven above ; 
And all on earth that he doth love, 











He’ll call them to his heavenly rest, 
Where they will be forever blest. 


Likewise, he has built a dreadful hell, 
Where all he hates will surely dwell, 

On burning torments, they there must lie, 
And yet are not allowed to die. 


He said to satisfy their minds, 
He’d read it in the sacred lines, 
That God had chosen his elect, 
And all the rest he did reject. 


He said there was a pair of twins, 

That never had committed sins, 

Jacob and Esau, were their names, 
From whom, a numerous offspring came 


Yet long before that they were born, 
Or had beheld the light of morn, 
God to a person then relates, 

‘That one he loves, the other hates. 


Such is the God I preach to you; 

Although he’s not within your view, 
Yet you must bow and kiss his rod, 
And choose him for your only God. 


The natives listen’d with surprise, 

To hear such tidings from the skics, 
But when dismissed they then appeared, 
Reflecting on what they had heard, 


The Chief addrest this self divine, 
And ask’d him home with him to dine, 
No costly viands deck’d his board, 

’T was what the forest did afford. 


A simple but a wholesome fare, 
Procured by honest toil and care, 

When seated round this homely feast, 
The Chief, he thus address’d the Priest. 


Dear sir, it was the other year, 

My wife brought forth two children dear, 
As lovely twins I dare to say, 

As those you told us of to-day. 

The one she nursed day and night, 

And seldom went out of its sight, 

The other on the ground she left, 

Of food and nourishment bereft. 


And when I heard the infant cry, 

I told my wife it would surely die, 
She never minded what I said, 
And soon alas, the child was dead. 


Now as you teach the rule of life, 

What shallI do unto my wife ; 

The Priest replied, with flash of eye, 
Your wife has caused your child to die. 


Now hang her up without ado, 

For she’s a wretch and murderer too, 

My jtdgement I do freely give, 

For such a monster should not live. 

The Chief he turned, and with a nod, 
Said, ‘Sir, go home and hang you God ;"’ 
You say my wife was much to blame, 

You say your God has done the same. 


For such a God we can’t revere, 

So you shall preach no longer here. 

The Priest with shame, from them withdrew, 
And to his mission bade adicu. 
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